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The longest, widest, and oldest thoroughfare in Chile, 

the Bernardo O'Higgins Avenue, suggests an arrow 
oimed at the Cordillera. Lined with trees, dotted with 

fountains and historical monuments, 

this avenue is like the bockbone of the city. 
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The first praises to the capital of Chile were sung in a let- 

ter from its founder, don Pedro de Valdivia, who in 1541 
wrote to King Charles V of Spain: ”... . this land ¡is such that 
to live and prosper in, none better exists in the world.” “It 
is fertile, healthy, and altogether charming, winter lasting 
only four months...” “Summer ¡is mild, and such delightful 

The last offshoot of the Cordillera de los Andes, the 

San Cristobal Hill, rises behind the Mapocho River to watch the growth 

of the vigorous Chilean capital. Woods and gardens bejewel ¡ts 
heights, encircling the gigantic marble statue of the Virgin Mary 

| that appears to bless the city. 

On Providencia Avenue 
one of the modern 
housing projects of the 
Private Employees has 

been built. 

The transformation of 

Santiago has left but few 

troces of Spanish Colonial 

architecture, and of the rise 

of the republic, only the 

temples remain intact, 

gaining in beauty and 

enchantment as the years 

go by. The photo 

shows the Church of the 
Heart of Mary. 

breezes blow, that man may walk in the sun all day long...” 
What was then a military encampment, occupied by “one 
hundred and fifty splendid gentlemen,” is now a city of two 
million inhabitants, occupying an area of eighty square miles. 
Its modern residential districts invade the slopes of the Cor- 
dillera of the Andes, whose cyclopean heights lend their win- 

The Quinta Normal de Agriculturo, a vast park, is the scene 

of the annual show of livestock, where, every year, 

the progress altained by breeders and industry is shown. 

Here, a display of the “huaso's” almost uncanny control over 

his Chilean steed in the sorting of cottle is a must. 

  

On the fields of Maipú, only a dozen miles from Santiago, 

the battle that ensured the independence of Chile was fought, 

but the real altraction of this and similar towns comes to 
life the first Sundoy after Lent, during the Feast of Quasimodo, 
when the “huasos” carry the Holy Sacrament to the sick. 

  
ter snows as an incomparable background. Two lookout 
points, the Santa Lucia and the San Cristobal hills, standing in 
the town, dominate the view of the city which stretches away, 
blending with the plains to the south. 
More European than American, Santiago displays with pride 
its ancient, grand mansions, its expensive stores, and its ele- 

International competitions give the skiing season 
special splendour, but the greatest attraction 

it holds for European and North American skiers 

orises from the opposition of climates, which 

permits them to ski in Chile when summer is at its 
height in their countries. 

 



The Locust, a tree found 

Hhroughout the Central Zone, 
has been portroyed 
thousands of times by 

landscape painters. 

This tree grows right up 
to the Cordillera, and ¡ts 
bright flowers seem to 

salute skiers on their way 

to Forellones and La Parva. 

During the winter months 

(May to August) 

thousands of Chilean and 
foreign skiing enthusiasts 

invade the shelters at 

Forellones and La Parva, 

the nearby skiing slopes. 

From here, on clear 

Ibis not necessary to travel 

very far to admire the 
Cordillera at its most 
imposing and brealh-taking 
wilderness. Án hour's drive 

will toke us to any of the 

many canyons and 

precipices in which the 
endean massif displays ¡ts 
inscrutable mojesty and 

eternal snows .. 

ot whose feet the exuberant 
vegetation of the valleys 

riot. (Cordón de la Gloria, 

Alfalfal; Cajón del Maipo.) 

days, a panoramic view of . a. 
Santiago may be seen. rt: 

gant theaters and cinemas. But its most notable privileges are 
provided by its strategical location. The international airport 
and private landing fields are within the city limits; the ski 
slopes of Farellones are only thirty miles away, and the Aculeo 
Lake where yachtmen throng is within an hour's drive. 

Huasos may be admired in all their typical ottire in the many country towns 

of the Central Valley. More than their highly tooled and embellished saddles, 

these countrymen love their short “ponchos” whose bright colours 

alternately harmonize and clash with their polychromatic surroundings. 

  

  
A city singularly blessed in its surroundings, it offers an infinite 
variety of places for meditation and pleasure, and in summer 
December to March-it is the starting point for trips to the 
picturesque port of Valparaiso; to the garden city of Viña del 

In Las Condes, within the commune of Santiago, Sponish-style country 
houses can still be found, with elaborate balconies and tile roofs. 
Picturesque restaurants and swimming clubs have been built in this 
sector ón the banks of the Mapocho River. 
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The poplar, a disciplined tree, marches with military precision across the 

Chilean countryside. Long rows of them mork the dividing lines between farms 
and fields, and provide shade for riders and oxcart drivers on the roads. 
In autumn their fascinating colouring delights the eyes of landscape painters. 

Mar, and to the numerous bathing beaches that adorn the 
neighbouring coast. 
Santiago is surrounded with natural beauty, both visible and 
hidden, ¡ts panorama extends beyond the horizon ... 

The road linking Santiago to Valparaiso, eighty-odd miles of 
highway, a ribbon snaking its way up hill and down dale, 

through valleys and over the Coastal Cordillera suddenly reveals 
a beautiful view of the blue exponse of the Pacific. 
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Two hours by car from Santiago, close to Valparaiso, lies Viña del Mar, the 

most fashionable and luxurious seaside resort on the Pacific. A city built 

amidst forests, kept fresh by clean sea breezes, it is the summer residence of 

the Presidents of Chile, and of thousands of tourists from all over the world. 

Las Vertientes, situated between Sanfiago and the Cordillera, is ropidly becoming 

a mediterranean bathing resort of great attractiveness. The splendour of 

the countryside, combined with the clear mountain air, lend enchantment to the 

establishments which hove been built there for open oir recreation and rest cures. 

    

  
Santiago, the most populous 

capital of the South Pacific, 

is located in the central 
region of Chile, which 

enjoys the best climate. 

Valparaiso, the first port of the Republic, was originally a dusty road 

meandering along between the beach and the hills, but today modern 

engineering works have claimed land from the seo, and its lower 

section or “plain” boasts spacious and lovely spots like Victoria Square. 

Quintero, situated a few miles north of Viña del Mor, has been for 
many years a very popular summer retreat. lis graced with a large, 

uniquely shoped bay, on obundance of fish, and some of the most 

romantic and idyllic spots on the coast within easy reach of Santiago. 

Competing openly with Viña del Mar and Zapallar, modern 
Algarrobo is an aristocratic seaside resort. lts singularly beautiful 
environment and ample bay make ¡tan ideal place for yacht-racing. 

The coast near Santiago hos witnessed the growth of an infinite number 
of small bothing resorts. El Quisco, only two hours by bus 

from Santiago, is a tranquil bay visited frequently by yachtmen, 

water-skiers, skin-divers, ete. during the summer. 

 


